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womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit vol- 
unteer organization. Our purpose is to 
inform and enteftain our members and 
other interested lesbians. 


The opinions expressed in womon- 
space do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Womonspace Board. 
The events, organizations and estab- 
lishments publicized are not necessarily 
supported by womonspace. 


Material submitted becomes the prop- 
erty of womonspace. We reserve the 
right to edit for length and content, 

and to refuse publication. Submissions 
will be published on Womonspace’s 

website, unless otherwise agreed. 
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editorial 


by Jeanne Woo. 


1 


Being oppressed means the 


absence of choices. 
—bell hooks 


mnOol1ces 


The question has been asked, “What 
is a womans” A woman ts a person 
who makes choices. A woman is a 
dreamer. A woman ts a planner. A 
woman is a maker, and a molder. A 
woman ts a person who makes 
choices. A woman builds bridges. A 
woman makes children and makes 
cars. A woman writes poetry and 
songs. A woman ts a person who 
makes choices. You cannot even 
simply become a mother anymore. 
You must choose motherhood. Will 
you choose change? Can you 


become its vanguard? 


—Eleanor Holmes Norton 
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hoice is one of those hot-button 

topics. It’s all tangled up with 

human rights issues—after all, 
you need to have gained a right in order 
to be able to choose to exercise it. 
Choice is also an important issue within 
the world of pop psychology—the 
whole notion of personal responsibility, 
acknowledging the choices we make in 
our lives, about our lives. 

I can’t offer any tidy summary about 
choice. On a personal level, I know I’ve 
made choices I wasn’t aware of making 
and I’ve also found choices where I 
thought there were none. On a political 
level, I’ve rallied for Pro-Choice, and ’m 
becoming daily more fearful of gays and 
lesbians losing the right to choose to 
marry as the spectre of a vote of non- 
confidence and a Conservative election 
win looms. 

One of my least favorite episodes of 
Sex and the City is called “A Woman’s 
Right to Shoes,” a title that trivializes 
one of the best-known catch phrases of 
twentieth-century feminism by equating 
it with Carrie Bradshaw’s right to spend 
hundreds of dollars on a pair of Manolo 
Blahniks. Let’s not become complacent 
about our right to choose anything.¥ 


JUST RELEASED 


(WWW. jannarden.com) 
Jann Arden has a new, self-titled CD. 
This twelve song CD contains some of 
Arden’s best songwriting, including an 
updated rendition of Jann’s 1994 hit, 
I Would Die For You and her new top 
10 single, Where No One Knows Me 


Fé 


fi 


ROSIE JONES 


(afterellen.com) 

Out LPGA golfer Rosie Jones took second place at this 
week’s high-profile Nabisco tournament in Palm 
Springs—known as Dinah Shores in the lesbian 
world—after losing to Annika Sorenstam. Jones and 
sponsor Olivia Travel also announced a renewal of 
their relationship. This comes on the heels of Olivia’s 


announcement last week that it has become the sponsor 
of lesbian tennis player Martina Navratilova, as well. 


NEWS FOR SARAH WATERS FANS 


A BBC adaptation of Fingersmith has just aired in the UK. Check out 
www.bbe.co.uk/drama/fingersmith for details. The Virago Press website 
reports that the fourth Sarah Waters novel is now scheduled for pub- 


lication in February 2006. Check out www.virago.co.uk for details. 
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what's up in may 


monday, may 2 to sunday, may 8 
National Trans Awareness Week, to 
educate and raise awareness regarding 
the lives, issues and realities of those 
who identify as “trans” (transsexual, 
transgender, intersex and questioning). 
Visit www.Egale.ca/transweek.htm for 
more information. 


thursday, may 5, 9 pm 
Alix Olson, spoken word folk poet. 
The Roost, 10345-104 St. Tickets 
$8 at the door (limited number of 
tickets available in advance). Doors 
open at 8 PM, show starts at 9 PM. 
Call 426-3150 for more information. 


friday, may 6, 7:00 to 9:30 pm 
Guest Lecture by Transgender Warrior 
Leslie Feinberg and screening of 
OUTLAW. Unitarian Church, 
10804-119 St. For more information 
call 718-1412. 


june’s topic... 
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saturday, may 7, 10 am 
Womonspace Board Meeting at the 
Pride Centre of Edmonton (10010-109 
Street). Come and share your ideas. 


friday, may 13, 7:30 pm 
Edmonton Women social activity 
group is calling all chocoholics to join 
them at the Chocoholic Buffet, Sutton 
Place Hotel, 10235-101 Street. Buffet 
is $14.95 per person. RSVP to Tracey 
at edmontonwomen2(002@yahoo.ca. 


COMING SOON 
saturday, july 2 


Registration deadline for 
Carol Cattell Classic 2005. 


saturday, july 16 
Carol Cattell Classic 2005. Country 9 
Golf Course, Bashaw, AB. Sponsored 
by Womonspace. Contact 
DWDUCK@TELUSPLANET.NET 


for more information. 


ourtesy Times.10 Magazine (wiww.times.10.org) 


hoto « 


splinters from the board 


ello all, hope that you are having 
as much trouble as I am staying 
inside and getting out in the sun 
again. You have probably heard by now 
that Womonspace is leasing space from 
the new Pride Centre. We are still in the 
process of settling in as we received our 
grant approval for the office space at the 
beginning of April, so be patient with us. 
Don’t forget that the Pride awards 
are still open for nominations and from 
what I am hearing there are not that 
many. Don’t make the assumption that 
someone else will make the nomination. 
If you think that there 1s someone in the 
community or who supports us and 
deserves a bit of recognition then get in 
your ideas—there is still time. 
The registration form for the Carol 


Musings From the President 


Ma 


Cattell Classic is now available. Make 
sure that you get your registration form 
and entry fees in as soon as you can as 
there are only 72 spots available for 
golfing. The first 72 get to participate in 
the tournament but remember that the 
camping and supper are available for 
anyone that would like to come out this 
year. The theme is Hawaiian and I’ve 
heard that there is going to be a hula 
contest (and the dancers will have to be 
in costume) which should make it inter- 
esting for a few of you. 

Also there is Pride week in June and 
we will be looking for lots of volunteers 
for our dance at the Hellenic Hall June 18 
so if you are interested then call the phone 
line and let our volunteer coordinator 
know how to get in touch with you.¥ 


s the signs of spring become ever more evident, Womonspace is engaging in 
organizational renewal with the objective of undertaking a strategic review 


to determine what programs and services are most important to the orga- 


nization. Input from the membership is essential to ensure the success of this pro- 
cess. Stay tuned for future updates. 

Our illustrious Activities Coordinator (Jenn) is researching the availability, 
affordability and accessibility of alternate community halls for Womonspace 
dances. And, don’t worry; you will be given ample notice should we change venues. 

Newsletter editor and technology guru (Jeanne) has developed a distribution 
list advising members of information updates that are forwarded to womon- 
space. Please contact womonspace@hotmail.com if you would like to have your 
name placed on the distribution list. 

Womonspace will undertake a membership drive from May 1/05 to June 
30/05 in an effort to strengthen the organization. Please contact us at womon- 
space@hotmail.com or 482-1794 for more information on membership dis- 
counts that will be available in May and June. 


It is with great pleasure and anticipation that I announce to you the establish- 
ment of store front office space for Womonspace at Pride Centre of Edmonton 
(10010-109 Street). We will even have furnishings and a computer in the office 
by the end of April. This project was made possible through grant funding from 
the Alberta Wildrose Foundation. Ideally, we would like to have volunteers man 


article continues on page S... 
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EDMONTON VOCAL MINOMTY PIESENTS... 


ONE WORLD, MANY VO:CES 
Well 
THE DER:VAT:VE DUO 


THUISDAY, 23.JUNE 2009 / 8:00 PM 


PIOVINCIAL MUSEUM THEATIE (12845 102 avenue) 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10179-109 Street 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 
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These demented divas flounce onto the 
stage in a blaze of sequins, tiaras, high- 
top sneakers, and gemstones of 
questionable value. 


With their fine musicality and 
sidesplitting comedy, they recreate the 
real opera experience...until you listen to 
the words. 


They have wowed audiences in New 
York, Chicago, San Francisco, Vancouver 
and even Bangkok, and now EVM 
welcomes them back to Edmonton for 
Pride Week 2005. 


EVM 


Tickets: $15/$10 (low income) 

Earth‘s General Store (10832 Whyte Avenue) 
The Front Page (10356 jasper Avenue) 

TIX on the Square (3 Sir Winston Churchiil Square) 


www. evmehoir.com.{7803479 2038 osing@evmehoir.com 


Vi 


Found 


Community news 


Musings. . . 


continued from page 4. 


the office one night per week, which 
will allow members to make personal 
contact and build relations throughout 
the organization. Please contact us at 
womonspace@hotmail.com or 482- 
1794 if you are interested in becoming 
an office volunteer. 

Bouquets and a huge thank you are 
extended to Volunteer Coordinator 
(Dolly) who did a marvelous job as the 
office interior decorator. Serving as her 
able assistant, the Membership Director 
(Mala) is also deserving of special men- 
tion. 

April’s 
deferred to a future date; however, it 1s 
proposed that a book sale be incorpo- 
rated into the event...we look forward 


coffee house has been 


to your participation and support. 


—Cheers, Norma 


Community news 


interview 


with Julie Lloyd 


Julie Lloyd is a well-known member of Edmonton’s 
GLBT community. Here she answers some questions 


WS Where did you go to law school? 


Right here, University of Alberta, 
graduated in 1991. 


WS Where did you go after that? 


Larticled with a big law firm in the city 
and then practiced in a mid-sized firm 
for a few years. In 19961 started a 
sole practice and have practiced with 
friends from law school since then. 


WS Why did you decide to start your 


own practice? 

In the mid-nineties I was in the closet 
professionally. The GLBT commu- 
nity at that time was facing some 
critically important obstacles—both 
in the law and in the public attitudes 
and perceptions of our community. 
Our struggles were often in the head- 
lines and so much of the public dis- 
course was hateful and hurtful. 


I started out on my own in part so 
that I could be out. I felt I needed some 
consistency between my professional 
life and my personal life—the ‘hap- 
pily married lesbian at home’ and 
‘spinster aunt’ at work was giving me 
a headache. 


about her law practice. 


I also wanted to be able to speak 
and write freely about GLBT issues 
and to use my legal skills to try to 
fix the problems. Finally, I wanted 
to create a place where members of 
our community could receive legal 
services in an open, safe and accept- 
ing environment. 


WS What kinds of law do you do? 


Well, I have a fairly general practice. 
My practice includes human rights 
work and administrative law. I have a 
real estate practice, do adoptions (my 
favorite thing to do), prepare wills, 
personal directives, powers of attor- 
ney and various agreements (cohabi- 
tation, property ownership, donor 
insemination, etc.). I also help clients 
with relationship breakdown issues 
and with other rough patches in the 
road. I teach human rights at the 
University of Alberta Faculty of Law 
and have recently been appointed a 
part time member of the Canadian 
Human Rights Tribunal. 


article continues on next page... 
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Community news 


Protest at Alberta Legislature 


by Karen Hofmann 


y wife and I brought our rainbow 

flag to the Alberta Legislature 

expecting to see a horde of anti- 
SSM protesters. We stood quietly in the 
background alongside other community 
members including such distinguished 
figures as Laurie Blakeman, MLA, and 
Michael Phair, a city councillor. 

The protesters consisted of a com- 
posite of congregations headed by vari- 
ous Christian clergy, representing 
Ukrainian Catholic, Roman Catholic, a 
number of other Protestant groups, and 
some unnamed evangelicals. They set 
up a sound system on the legislature 
steps and proceeded to declare the space 
a church. That did not sit well with me 
as I am Jewish. 

As the clergy took turns addressing 
their flock, I was struck by the small num- 
ber that had turned out to support their 
clergymen. Surely some busloads must 
have gotten lost somewhere? But no, the 
multitude numbered less than 150. 

Meanwhile our contingent bearing 
flags, banners, and signs numbered 
about S50. The clergy conducted a reli- 


Community news 


Interview. .. continued from page 6. 


WS What does a typical day look like? 

jl. One of the things I like best about 
my job is that there is no such thing 
as a typical day. 


WS Where do you see yourself five years 
from now? 

jl_ 1am happy right here. I have learned 
though that it just isn’t possible to 
know what is around the corner. The 
trick I think is to do the best you can 
every day, to keep peddling and to 
hold on tight to the handlebars. ¥ 
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gious service, which in itself is not 
offensive, after all, much of Christian 
liturgy is plagiarized from Jewish 
sources, and it’s about one of our own 
to boot. But I digress... 

When we attended university we each 
took elective arts options in the United 
Church seminary at Queen’s U where 
we learned about pinochle, among other 
things, as we helped theologues with 
their Hebrew homework. Not once, not 
ever, did they even breathe a word of 
conversion to us, bless them! 

The service at the legislature started 
with various readings, including the 
11th commandment that the woman is 
subservient to her lord and master, her 
husband. And from there it just went 
downhill. 

The hair on the back of my head 
stood on end as I watched the congrega- 
tion respond with the one-armed Seig 
Heil in response to the clergy’s out- 
stretched right arm as they chanted a 
chorus. I felt very Jewish. Afraid but not 
cowed. 

I circulated to keep on eye on periph- 
eral by-passers while I handed out some 
of our own written material. The con- 
gregation was not interested in seeing 
what I was offering. 

The service started at 11 AM and 
dissolved about 12:30 pM. I made a 
point of telling people we are married 
and raised two children to adulthood. 
But then, we don’t count because we 
are Jewish, and lesbians to boot. Jew- 
ish mysticism is replete with imagery 
of God as both male, female, both, and 
neither. That is testimony that God 
cannot be described or limited, cannot 
be controlled by humankind, or com- 
pressed into books. At the end of the 
ceremony I remembered a Yiddish say- 
ing: Asses laden with books are still 
asses. Amen.¥ 


July/August topic... 


BALANCE 


Has work taken over your life? 
Did that volunteer position go 
from being fun to keeping you 


awake at night? Tell us how you 
achieve balance in your life. 
Max 500 words text and 
photo by June 10 
womonspace@hotmail.com 


Anybody attend Prairie High 
School or Prairie Bible College in 
Three Hills, Alberta? 


Please stop by a new listserv for 
gay/lesbian/transgendered Prairie 
alumni at http://groups.yahoo.com/ 
group/gayprairiealumni. 


Renew old friendships and make new 
ones. Share your experiences. Tell us 
your stories about being non-het at 
one of the largest and most 
homophobic institutions in Western 
Canada. Anyone with any connection 
to Prairie is welcome. 


Pride Centre Opens 
at Its New Location 


by Kathy DaSilva 


_ell, what a great Opening Cel- 
, ebration! Thanks to all of you 


who came and spent time with 
us! Looks like we had over 200 people! 

Very special thanks to Edmonton 
City Councilor Michael Phair, MLA 
Laurie Blakeman (Edmonton Centre: 
Liberal), MLA David Eggen (Edmon- 
ton-Calder: New Democrat) for their 
beautiful plaques and best wishes! It is 
indeed a great thing to have our new 
GLBT community centre just blocks 
away from the Alberta legislature! We 
will soon be flying a Pride Flag along 
with a Canadian Flag given to us as a 
gift from the Honorable Anne MacLellan 
at our new site! 

Special thanks to all those who 
worked so hard to make the evening a 
very special one. There will be a com- 
memorative photo album at the centre 
with lots of good shots of the event and 
people! 

We are now open for business from 7 
to 10 PM each week night. You are wel- 
come to bring your friends and family to 
visit anytime. You can use our coun- 
selling services, check out our commu- 
nity resource room where you can check 
out what’s going on around town and 
have other community group events 
posted by our hosts, spend time on the 
internet, use our library, watch films on 
our new $2 inch TV in comfy couches 
and participate in discussion and net- 
working with new contacts and friends! 

The Pride Centre of Edmonton’s new 
home is 10010-109 Street. Visit www. 
pridecentreofedmonton.org or call 488- 
3234 for more information.¥ 


womonspace may 2005 


@ REMIX 


Real Estate 
Independently Owned and Operated 


Deanna Vath =... 


Agent 


Bus: (780) 488-4000 


#100 - 10510 - 121 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta T5N 1L4 

Fax: (780) 426-5700 

Toll Free: 1-800-275-8191 

Email: deanna@edmontonproperties.com 


ALGONQUIN TRAVEL 


City Centre 
429-2233 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel.com 
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MONDAYS ave 
ko 00 croo TERS! 


TUESDAYS aye 
YARACHE with NEON/ 


BAR & GRILL 


WEDNESDAYS ave 
Tree peo! |) watch for 
ene 8 aaa 


Q) fridays and satvrdtys 


10524-1061 Street 


Foy move into call Wo—o0028, 


U neeennanoneromnonnntniceesseetecono eee teO NRRL ce wosssonantansnsousannncoamsesctsnoseneneanrassonenssssessegs 


B&D EMPC RIUM aiesmie” 
101-11745 JASPER AVENUE 
EDMONTON AB 
780-428-LTHR 


www. bdemponumedmonton.com 


FETISH, LEATHER, LATEX, GOTHIC. PUNK 
AND CUSTOM CLOTHING 
BOOKS AND TOYS FOR ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES 
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Community news 


Battle Won, But What About the War? 


BILL C-38 / Election may pre-empt passage of same-sex marriage law 


a, tephen Harper’s amendment aimed 
at preventing Bill C-38—the same- 
sex marriage bill—from moving to 

second reading in the House of Com- 
mons went down to easy defeat on April 
123 

But the future of the bill is looking 
increasingly bleak as Harper threatens a 
spring election. 

Harper’s amendment was defeated 
164 to 132. It would have prevented the 
bill from reaching second reading 
because it did not define marriage as 
between one woman and one man. 
Prime Minister Paul Martin watched as 
about one-quarter of his caucus—34 
Liberals—voted along with the majority 
of the Conservatives. Four Conserva- 
tives split with Harper on the issue—for- 
mer leadership contenders Belinda 
Stronach and Jim Prentice, along with 
MPs James Moore, and Gerald Keddy. 
New Democrat Bev Desjarlais abstained 
from the vote, despite her declared 
opposition to same-sex marriage equal- 
ity. The Bloc Quebecois voted over- 
whelmingly against the motion. 

“All right!” cheered volunteer Kevin 
Flack as he watched the televised vote 
at an Ottawa gathering of Canadians 
for Equal Marriage (CEM). “I was wor- 
ried there for a second,” grinned the sec- 
ond year Psychology major at Carleton 
University. 

*lt's not even close,” called out 
another volunteer. 

Gillian Wallace was following the votes 
of several Conservatives she’d lobbied 


by Gareth Kirkby, Capital Xtra (www.xtra.ca) 


for the vote. Wallace 1s a straight Chris- 
tian who got involved with CEM 
because, “Christians have done so much 
of the damage, so it was really impor- 
tant that Christians undo some of the 
damage. It’s obscene that gays and les- 
bians have to beg for rights. Straights 
should do the work.” 

She’s been putting in 10 to 20 hours 
weekly on the cause since Christmas. 

Wallace remembers lobbying Conser- 
vative MPs James Moore and Rahim 
Jaffer. Moore impressed her with his 
open-mindedness. He became convinced 
same-sex marriage was a human-rights 
issue and that churches were protected 
from having to perform them against 
their will, she recalls. 

Wallace says Jaffer, on the other 
hand, “said if we could get enough of 
his constituents to support it, he’d sup- 
port it. We had no problem getting peo- 
ple to contact him. He reneged.” 

Moore “gave me hope for the 
future,” she grins. “And then there were 
the slimy little buggers we talked to. 
They [just] voted in favour of Harper’s 
motion.” 

Bill C-38 now moves on second read- 
ing. 

But Harper has threatened filibuster- 
ing to slow its passage. As well, Conser- 
vative MP Vic Toews has pledged to tie 
up the bill. 

If it fails to pass prior to an election 
being called, Bill C-38 will die alongside 


article continues on page 16... 
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VATTELL CLASSIC 


Gann ered by Worionspaee c 
July 16th, Country 9 Golf Course, = iy ) 5 
Bashaw, AB ill 
Bring your tiki lamps, grass skirts, and coconuts and get 
ready to hula hoop the weekend away! Lots of contests so 
bring your best lei and play. 


Cost: $55/members, $65/non-members 


Includes breakfast, lunch, supper, and green fees. 
Golf clubs and cart rental extra and available at the clubhouse. 


Complimentary camping from Thursday, July 14th to Monday, July 18th. 


REGISTRATION FORM (DEADLINE IS JULY 2ND!) 


: Name(s) 

(include all names, 
whether singles, 

' golfing buddies, or 

t foursomes. indicate 

+ main contact with 

+ an asterisk * ) 


i Email address Phone number 


: Level of golf experience: (J beginner ([Jamateur (J pro 
: Tee off preference: {J AM regular 4 ball best ball (for the more serious 
golfers) 
(J PM looney wack and smack (your score ts 
meaningless when it comes to winning) 


Do you have a golfing buddy or foursome? [Jsingle (J buddy (J team 
PRE-REGISTER BY JULY 2ND TO GUARANTEE YOUR TEE TIME! 
FEES* ($25 deposit per golfer required by June 15th to hold your spot, balance due by July 2nd) 


golfing, camping, and BBQ (members) - $55.00 
_____ golfing, camping, and BBQ (non-members) - $65.00 
camping and BBQ only - $30.00 
veggie meal(s) required — Register early as only 72 spots!! 


i *Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, No refunds after July 2nd! 
{ Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3K4 


Once you register, a tournament organizer will be in touch via email with 
further details. Any questions? Contact dwduck@telusplanet.net 


See map to Bashaw on page 12. 
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Choices—tThe Pain and The Pleasure 
by The Brat 


his is an interesting topic, since 

we have all been faced with 

choices in our lives. It is a reality 
that we all have faced; sometimes the 
choices have been easy but most times 
they are difficult and life altering. On 
the bright side of all of this—choices do 
make life interesting and the ride all the 
more daring and exciting. | mean, think 
about a life that would be so mundane 
that you didn’t have to make a choice. I 
guess that would make you a politician! 
Seriously, the choices we make in life 
determine who we become, who we 
grow into and ultimately who we are! 

I know, there I go waxing philosoph- 
ical again but consider this, think about 
the last choice you made. No, not about 
what to have for dinner, | mean a real 
choice, something that altered your life. 
Consider what making that choice has 
meant to you. Has it improved your life? 
Are you happier? Has it made a positive 
difference in how you live your life? No, 
it hasn’t? Boohoo, sucks to be you! 

Sometimes we have to make a choice 
that doesn’t seem like it benefits us right 
away. My advice to you ts, “Patience 
Grasshopper”. All will be revealed when 
you are ready to see it. A friend of mine 
once told me about a saying that goes 
something like this......“What’s for ya 
won’t be passing ya”. We should all 
remember that the things that happen in 
our lives which allow us an opportunity 
to choose one path over another happen 
tor a reason. It is not random chance it 


fathemmeops. sorry, wrong ane e 


Okay, really, who writes this crap? 
How about some real advise? How 
about some Brat advice? Yep, okay here 
goes: 
¢ Do not ever make a choice that you 
cannot live with. 

¢ Do not ever make a choice where 
you have to lie to yourself. 

¢ Do not ever make a choice that 
compromises your ethics. 

¢ Do not ever make a choice that 
shortens your life. Life is a gift and 
you should cherish it. 


Remember these things when making 
your next choice. Remember that the 


only person ae can be true to 


Now get the al out there and have 
the time of your life and choose away!!¥ 
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vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Women s Sexuality 


_ focusing on 
women’s health 


Mail order catalogue $5 
Secure online shopping 
Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 
T: 604.254.2543 

Toll Free: 1.888.WYM. WARE 
www.womynsware.com 


Kjierstin Hubka 
registered Shiatsu therapist 


180.233.4785 


“membership form 
Heer te Assured) 


Name(s) 

Address 

City Postal Code 
Phone E-mail 

12 month membership fee: 


$20/single or $30/couple (with one newsletter) 

$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 

Cheque or money order payable to: WWomonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta TSJ 
3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


New Member _J Renewal _ Associate 
I would like to be a volunteer Total Enclosed: 
Please mail my newsletter to my home 5 


I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events 
I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 
I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 


ESE See eae 


I would like to receive notification of community events via e-mail 


The personal information contained on this form is being collected for the purpose of confirming memberships and selecting 
volunteers to serve on rea committees, UE ele will A wed etolMy fs its intended we 


ee ee gilt 
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choices 


Choices 


by Shalena Brown 


Disclaimer: There are many peo- 
ple in this world who, for one rea- 
son or another, find themselves in 


life situations where no choices 
truly exist. This commentary ts 
not meant to criticize or offend. 


g# love choices; even the word implies a 
fi type of strength that’s appealing to 
me. We have choices and some may 
work the way we want them to and oth- 
ers may turn into a big flop. Someone 
might end up crying, but either way at 
least a choice was made somewhere that 
can be claimed as our own. 

Can we all imagine a world where 
people took full responsibility for their 
lives and actions full time? I mean not 
just when something is going well, but 
even when something breaks, be it a 
heart or an expensive vase. 

It’s been said that “insanity is doing 
the same things over and over again and 
expecting different results” (by Mark 
Twain), so why do people still make a 
mess of things and try to put blame on 
outside influences, especially when they 
don’t try to change?...because it’s easier 


Everyone loves a parade! 


Womonspace invites all our members to mareh with us in the 

Pride Parade on Saturday, June 18th. Watch for the = 
Wowonspace banner in the parade lineup (1 pm on 111 St north 
of Jasper Avenue) and join us there. The parade starts at 2 pm. 


to do then to actually say, “Well I guess I 
made a choice that wasn’t that great.” 

I once read a couple of years ago that 
you should not complain about things 
you don’t intend to change anytime 
soon. Great advice in my opinion! 

So, onto my choices since I love talk- 
ing about me so much anyway: 

I choose to live life on my terms 
2. I choose to make life choices; be 
they good or not so good—all 
learning opportunities! 
I choose to not live my life 
reacting to others 
4. I choose to challenge my comfort 


Go 


zones 

It’s my own set of personal rules. I try 
to refer to them when I find myself 
falling back on life’s little opportunities 
to not take responsibility for my actions 
and thoughts or when I want to just “go 
with the flow.” 

I cannot make everyone like me all 
the time. I will offend people sometimes, 
and even hurt someone’s feelings I care 
about. It’s a given with life but I can try 
to leave everyone I meet a little better 
than I found them and that’s all I can 
hope for. 

For me, I will keep on learning and 
making more choices.¥ 
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aye 


Dear Lez-Be-Honest 


My girlfriend has yet to come out to her parents 
and | am getting tired of all the problems this 
causes. It is everything from answerin g the 
phone Sunday morning and pretending to go 
get her from the other room to having to rear- 
range out closet when her family stays with us. 
Her parents are coming to visit and we will make 
sure that she gives up ‘her bed’ so they ate sleep- 
ing comfortably but | think that it is time for 
her to drop the charade. Every time we talk about 
this we get in a huge fight because | feel like shes 
ashamed of us. | don't want to put the ultima- 
tum of her family or me but how do we deal with 
this? 


—Unwilling to be Closeted. 
Dear Unwilling, 


Well, well, Honey, aren't you the righteous one? 
Just because you are out doesn t mean the rest of 
the world finds it that easy. Did you take your 
time coming out to your family or did you sleep 
with your first girlfriend and roar home to tell 
yout folks about your enlightenment over break- 
fast and coffee? Perhaps like the majority of the 
lesbos out there you might have taken a couple 
of years to be certain for yourself? 


Family is a touchy subject and if you think you 
want to spend the rest of your life with your girl 
then you best rethink what family means to you. 


onest... 


Not too many people wish to be shunned by 
their folks nor are their folks as understanding as 
yours. | mean, look at Dana’ folks from The L 
Word not exactly congratulating Dana on her 
feat! Just show a little consideration, Hon, it 
might take you far. So before you start another 
fight about this again, use your common sense 
(although this may be difficult for you) and ask 
her why she doesn't want to tell her parents. You 
might find she isn't ashamed of you at all but 
plain-and-simple petrified of her folks. 


If this is an important factor in building a 
stronger relationship then you need to give her 
d good reason as to why you need her to come 
out. Something other than you are the most 
uncompromising, pompous #@!* and maybe 
then she will be more open to the idea. And Lez 
be honest—if she is the one and you want this to 
be a serious relationship that will last, you will be 
patient and support her decision even if it isnt 


the one you want to hear. 


So get used to the game and ‘straightening up’ 
your place every time her folks come by or get 
used to not having her in your life. Push too hard 
and you'll be watching the U-haul drive away 
from you. Get off your preaching high horse 
because it sounds like you're falling on deaf ears, 
rightfully so. Put your own selfish needs aside 
for one moment and you might find she'll come 


out to her folks on her own terms. 


Do you have a question for Lez? Send it to womonspace@hotmail.com or leave a message at 482-1794 
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webmaster 


Womonspace Is looking for a cyberwhiz to manage our 
website at www. gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 


~ 


Contact womonspace @hotmail.com for more information. 


Community news 


the Liberal’s budget and its funding for 
the environment and child care spaces. 
That possibility looms larger today 
after Harper said he is not prepared to 
await the expected autumn release of 


Justice John Gomery’s report into allega- 


tions of Liberal corruption. Witnesses 
are scheduled to testify to the inquiry up 
to the end of May. 

But Harper is hinting at bringing 
down Martin’s minority government by 
the middle of May, with an election 
scheduled for the first Monday 36 days 
following an election call—perhaps as 
early as June 13. 

Martin has called for all testimony to 
be heard and Gomery’s report released 
before an election. 

Retorted Harper April 12: “Justice 
Gomery is going to make decisions 
about potential prosecutions, about 


Battle Won, But What About the War?. . . continued from page 10. 


criminality. Frankly, the standards for 
the electorate are a lot higher than that. 
We have to know that people who lead 
us are above the levels of criminals.” 

Polls give the Conservatives momen- 
tum in public support—an April 12 
Ipsos Reid poll giving the Conservatives 
30 percent support across Canada com- 
pared to 27 percent for the Liberal— 
after some of the testimony of Montreal 
ad executive Jean Brault to the Gomery 
inquiry was made public. 

“Things are up in the air,” says 
Gilles Marchildon of Egale. “Given the 
result today, we’re in a strong position 
in a federal election to say the current 
Parliament supports equal marriage. 
Which reflects a growing consensus in 
Canada. Hopefully, the next Parliament 
does the same.” ¥ 
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2005 EDMONTON 


paces 


FESTIVAL JUNE 17-26 


the GLBT community celebrates 


Friday, June 17 PRIDE AWARDS [submit a nomination] 
Saturday, June 18, 2pm PARADE & BEER GARDENS 


(register your parade entry now) 


www.prideedmonton.org 


ee Gy ~ 
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Pride Centre Of Edmonton Laurie Blakeman, MLA oe WUEVWEEKLY 
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this ‘n that 


hen I was a kid, I remember 
| carrots being juicy, sweet and 

brilliant orange. My favourite 
fruits were peaches and nectarines with 
dripping juice that woke up all of my 
taste buds. And, oh yes, the joy of 
watermelons on hot summer days. Life 
was great—I didn’t have to worry about 
a thing that I ate—except for chocolate 
bars that gave me cavities. 

It’s different today. Carrots taste like 
carrots only if they come straight from 
the garden. Supermarket peaches and 
nectarines seem like wooden replicas of 
fruit. Because of this, I will only buy 
peaches and nectarines from a reputable 
source, such as directly from a producer. 
All melons are noted storehouses for 
contaminants. And these are just a few 
frightening examples of how our food 
supply has changed. The majority of 
people don’t even know about the hid- 
den extras that come in our food. 

If it were not for all the sensitivities I 
developed about 12 years ago, I might 
not have known about the hidden extras 
either. Fortunately, I was able to corre- 
late my sensitivities to the food I was eat- 
ing. My biggest nemesis is monosodium 
glutamate (MSG). MSG is found in lots 
of processed foods and can be called 
many things, including ‘hydrolyzed 
yeast extract.’ Label reading is now part 
of my regular shopping routine and I 
have developed a very basic guideline: if 
you can’t read it, don’t eat it. 

I am appalled by the fact that so 
many foods bother me. The other day, 


W 0 Ml 0 


We Are What We Eat 


by Bernice Kadatz 


after lunch at an Edmonton eatery, I 
grabbed an after-dinner candy. I am not 
sure which colour it was, but the 
headache that ensued reminded me that 
the bright colours of the candies were 
not natural—not found in nature. Am I 
the only one who is affected by these 
chemicals? No, but most people just 
don’t know what is affecting them. We 
have developed a blind faith that some- 
one (the government?) is watching out 
for us, keeping our food safe. 

A colleague told me that in the late 
60s and early ’70s, Canada had a great 
system in place to watch the security of 
the food that we consumed and did a 
reasonable job on drugs and chemicals. 
Today, pharmaceuticals and agri-busi- 
ness are multi-million dollar industries 
that have Health Canada right where 
they want them. As soon as a govern- 
ment spokesperson makes negative com- 
ments about industry-led incentives or 
products, that person is removed and 
replaced with someone who sees things 
the same way as industry. There is some- 
thing drastically wrong with this. 

I have decided to be responsible for 
my health. I am willing to ask tough 
questions about my food and how it is 
produced. I believe we are being mis- 
lead on many fronts and need to regain 
control of our health. We need to make 
informed choices for the right reasons— 
not for the right price. We need to use 
common sense in selecting healthy 
food—but healthy food is turning out 
to be not so common.¥ 
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resource directory 


List your organization or event here. Call q82-1794 or Womonspace@hotmail.com 


arts 


churches 


Circle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 7 PM 
at Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, 
10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 
Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Call 
479-2038 or visit www.evmchoir.com 
Lesbian Book (lub Reading fiction by and about 
lesbians. Contact Kim at 423-0760 or 
tree_dream@yahoo.ca for info. 


Qut if In An arts-based education project for 
youth 24 and under, who may identify as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, two- 
spirited, questioning, or straight. Contact 
Kristy at outisin@ualberta.ca or visit www. 
ualberta.ca/~outisin 

Women's Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 PM. Call 
Debra at 436-8415. 

athletics 

Curling with Pride No previous experience required. 
Call Lance at 479-2038 or |_d_a@telus.net. 
Visit http://members.shaw.ca/curlingwithpride 
Drop-in Recreational Badminton Wednesdays 6:00 to 
7:30 PM (Early enough to go for a beer after- 
wards!). September through March. Oliver 
School 10227-118 St. All levels welcome 
and encouraged to come and join in the fun. 
Call 465-3620 for more info/leave message. 


Gay and Lesbian Tennis Group We are a drop-in, mixed 
tennis group. All skill levels welcome. Very 
casual, friendly atmosphere with a social focus. 
Contact Jennifer 432-2023 or jhwheaton@ 
shaw.ca 

Lacrosse League Ladies drop-in. Wednesdays 
9:30-10:30 PM at Westmount Fitness Centre’s 
big gym, 12840-109 Ave. Beginners are wel- 
come! Please join us for fun and fitness! Call 
Helen Brooks at 454-4753. 

Making Waves Swim (lub Tuesdays 7:30 to 8:30 pM 
and Thursdays 7:30 to 8:30 PM at NAIT 
Swimming Pool. Call Jan at 454-9987 or 
makingwaves_edm@ yahoo.com 

Northern Titans Mixed bowling league looking for 
new members. We bow! for fun! Contact Joy 
or Kelsi at 922-4302. 

Rainbow Mixed Slopitth Wednesdays, 6:45 PM. 
Drop-ins: $2. Call Tina at 423-9925 or 
fixitina@shaw.ca 
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Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176 (confidential voicemail). 


B'nai HaKeshet (Children of the Rainbow) Edmonton’s 
newest GLBT-friendly spiritual centre. All 
faiths, all people welcome. Find the God 
within! Call Miryam at 233-3719 for details. 
Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 

Lambda Christian Community Church A safe and healing 
space for LGBT Christians and friends. 
Service at 7 PM Sundays at Garneau United 
Church, 11148-84 Ave. Call 887-8611 
www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
Icedmonton@Icna.org 

McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 


sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 


10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 
Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 


sexual orientations and is an affirming United 
Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740-19 Ave. 
Call the church office at 435-2028 or Debbie 
at 987-4974. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


community action 

AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues 
in relation to sex-and-gender differences and 
schooling in the Faculty of Education at the 
U of A. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 
kris.wells@shaw.ca 

Edmonton Pride Week Society Coordinating the 
annual Pride Festival in Edmonton. 
www.prideedmonton.org 


hangouts for lesbians 

Cafe Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; Organic 
Roots Cafe: 8225-112 St; Prism: 10524- 
101 St; The Roost: 10345-104 St 
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resource directory 


leisure groups 


Breakfast (lub Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Robin at 418-1609 before evening of 
the Friday before to ensure your reservation. 


Dykes on Bikes For motorcycle enthusiasts inter- 
ested in meeting others, talking bikes, going 
on fun rides, etc. Everyone welcome, whether 
you have a bike or not. Visit our website at 
www.dykesonbikes.net or call 476-6417 for 
more info. 

Edmonton Women Social activity group meets 
monthly. Call Tracey at 619-9723 or email 
edmontonwomen2002@yahoo.ca 

Inside/OUT A network and social organization 
for LGBTQ faculty, graduate students 
academic, and support staff of the UofA. 
Straight allies also welcome. Contact Marjorie 
Wonham at mwonham@ualberta.ca or Kris 
Wells at kwells@ualberta.ca for details. 

Open Door Club at GMC Weekly meetings, events 
and awareness. odcgmc@msn.com 

OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 
www.ualberta.ca/~outreach/ 

The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 
Wednesday of the month, 8 pM, The Garage, 
10244-106 St. wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 


radio 

Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 
CJSR 88.5 FM. 

support services 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 

Bisexual Pride Last Wednesday of the month, 
7-9 PM. 10010-109 Street. Call 488-3234. 


continued 


Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group Meets the second 
Thursday of the month at a bi-friendly location. 
Contact bwcoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Call Bill ar 422-6207. 
Free (GLBTQ) Drop-in Solution-Focused Counseling. Available 


at the Pride Centre of Edmonton. Counseling 
is provided by a chartered psychologist and 
two registered social workers. Call the Pride 
Centre at 488-3234 or check the website at 
www.pridecentreofedmonton.org for a listing 
of scheduled counseling times. 

Pride Centre of Edmonton 10010-109 Street. Drop-in, 
counselling and library, 7-10 pm. Call 488- 
3234 or visit www.pridecentreofedmonton.org 
PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Call Lynne at 462-5958 
for more information. 


Spiritual Community For gays, lesbians, bisexuals 
or transgendered people who are hurting, 
feeling lost and alone. Meet with other LGBT 
people of faith who understand and have no 
agenda to convert. Only to care and support. 
No strings attached. No obligations. Call 
(780) 446-8330 or email thecomforter@yahoo. 
com for more information and meeting place. 


True Spirit North Mixed gender Trans support 
group. We have a new meeting place at 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave. Last 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30-9:30 PM. Call 
405-4134, www.members.shaw/ca/truespirit/ 
Yours, Mine, Ours 6 US Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Garry 
at 426-6311. 


Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 7-9 PM 
at Pride Centre. Contact yayedm@hotmail.com 


Classifieds 


accommodations 

Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. A 
place to go with your partner for some 
private time. A place for women to hang out 
with women. Cabins, trails (don’t forget your 


Classified ad deadline is § pM on May 1oth. Three lines max. Free to members, $s to non-members. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 


pet), skating, etc., cozy up by the fireplace; or 
get together at the Coyote Howl. Call Geri at 
780-586-0002 or e-mail: pinetrails@telus.net. 


opportunities 

Enjoy oral pleasures with safety. Planned 
Parenthood Edmonton sells dental dams. Five 
flavours are available at the cost of $2 each. 
Call 423-3737 during office hours, Monday 
to Friday. 


womonspace may 200$ 


alexis tilady 


From CASTLES to CONDOS 
eis and everything in between 


ise ee | ~ Alexis Hlady, Agent — Sutton Challenge 
Suttow 201, 6650-177 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta TST 45 


a+} fx (780) 444-8017 mee - alexishomes@shaw.ca www.alexishomes.info 


JULIE C. LLOYD 
Barrister © Solicitor 


950 Canada Western Bank Place 
10303 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3N6 

(780) 442-4417 
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Cai] 489-1794 to volunteer. 


womonspace unity dance 


June 18, 9pm to 1 am 
Hellenic Hall, 10450-116 St 


Tickets $70.00 Womonspace members 
$15.00 non-members 


Aavance tickets available at: 
Earth's General Store (10832-82 Ave) 
Pride Video (10121-1924 St) 

B&D Emporium (101, 11745 Jasper Ave) 
Pride Centre of Edmonton (10010-109 St) 


OUR MEMBERSHIP RATES: 
Monthly - $6.00 
6 Months - $20 
Yearly - $30 
— Platinum - $100 (1 year of free cover anytime 
R the : > except New Year's Eve and our Aids Benefit) 
G0SE")A 


DOOR CHARGES: 
After the © Sunday - $2.00 (except Platinum Members) 


Womonspace | 
— Members - Before 10 pm - Free 


After 10 pm (weekdays) - $1.00 


dance, the Roost 
Is offering free : After 10 pm (weekends) - $4.00 
cover to anyone © . — 
who submits a — ge BBE Non-Members - Before 10 pm - $2.00 


ticket stub to the \ 7 After 10 pm (weekdays) - $4.00 
door staff. “4 After 10 pm (weekends) - $6.00 


(Although there is free cover until 


reine) \) AS  TO3AS ~ 104 Street 


